GERMANS MAKE SEA RAID.

Ten German torpedo-boat destroy-
ers attempted to raid the British cross-
channel transport service last week,
but the attempt failed, says an official
statement issued by the British admi-

ralty. Two of the German destroyers
were sunk and the others were driven
off.,

One British torpedo-boat destroyer,
the Flirt, is missing, the British state-
ment adds, and another destroyver, the
Nubian, was disabled by a torpedo
and ran aground. Nine members of
the crew of the Fort were saved.

The British admiralty announce-
ment follows:

“During the night the enemy at-
tempted a raid with ten destroyers on
our cross-channel transport service.
The attempt failed.

“One empty transport, the Queen,
was sunk. The whole of her crew was
saved,

“Two of the enemy destroyers were
sunk and the rest were driven off.

“H. M. torpedo-boat destrover Flirt,
Lieutenant Richard P, Kellett, R. N.,
is miseing and it is feared she may
be lost, but nine of the crew have been
saved.

““H. M. torpedo-boat destroyer Nu-
bian, Commander Montague Bernard,
R. N., was disabled by a torpedo and
taken in tow, but, owing to the bad
weather, the tow parted and she has
grounded.”

BERLIN PAPERS REJOICE.

The Berlin newspapers express pro-
found joy over the capture of Con-
stanza by the Teutonic allies. They
point out the significance of the vie-
tory, as Constanza is the main port
‘of Rumania for imports for military
purposes, and especially valuable
owing to its important railroad con-
nections,

Commenting on the victory of Field
Marshal von Mackensen's armies in
the Rumanian province of Dobrudpa,
the military eritic of the Overseas
News Agency writes:

‘“The capture of Constanza by Bul-
garian, Getrman and Turkish troops
under the command of Field Marshal
- von Mackensen is the hardest blow
Rumania has receivea uwuring the en-
tire campaign. Through it the Ru-
manians have lost their largest sea-
port, a port noted in international
trade for its shipments of grain and
petroleum. Simultaneously the Ru-
manians lost their main line of com-
munications with Russia by way of
the Black Sea, a loss which is bound
to have far-reaching consequence for
Rumania in carrying on her military
operations,

“Russia has been able to send to
her ally by way of Constanza in large
steamers material and men which
found their way into interior Ruma-
fin Oon ihe maln tallicad lios from
Constanza to Bucharest. The marine
transports are now limited in their
operations to Sulina and the Danube
[ ports, where only vessels of small ton-
.~ mnage can dock and unload.

“In addition to this general influ-
ence on Rumanian warfare, however,
. the Josd of Constanza is of decisive
importance as regards the military sit-
- mation in Dobrudja. The railroad line
. from Constanza to Tchernavoda is
. already partly in the hands of the
- allled Germans, Turks and Bulgarians.
. East of Murfatlar this line has already
. been crossed by the attacking armies
| and von Mackensen's left ‘wing Is ap-
. proaching Tchernavoda. For these
" reamsons the section of the raflroad
between Murfatlar and Tchernavoda
- la also apparently without valne to

the Rumanians. Thus the quick trans-
port of troops and artillery to espe-
cially threatened points of the Dob-
rudja front is rendered impossible.
Furthermore an excellent base of op-
erations has been taken from the Ru-
manians and Russians,

“The encircling movement by Teu-
tonic forces at Hermannstadt changed
the Transylvania adventure of the Ru-
manians into a speedy and complete
defeat. In the same way the capture
of Constanza and the interruption of
railroad .communication for the Ru-
manians constitutes a decisive blow
to them in the Dobrudja theater. The
advance planned by the Rumanians
and Russians through Dobrudja
against the Bulgarians and the line
of communication between Sofila and
Constantinople has thus been frus-
trated.”

FRENCH REWIN DOUAUMONT.

By a powerful stroke the French
forces under General Nivelle opened
an entirely new phase of the Verdun
campaign by piercing the German
lines on a front of more than four
miles on the east bank of the Meuse.
In the center the advance reached a
depth of nearly two miles. So far
3,600 prisoners and large quantities
of war material have been captured.

The famous fort of Douaumont,
which had already changed hands
many times, was captured, as well as
the village of Douaumont, lying to the
northeast. The French also took La
Caillette wood in its entirety, advanec-
ing to the western outskirts of the vil-
lage of Vaux.

On the left wing Thiaumont redoubt
and the fortified farm of the same
name fell into the hands of the vie-
tors, who, continuing their dash for-
ward, stormed the quarries of Haudre-
mont, establishing a new line along
the road running from Bras through
Haudrement wood to Douaumont.

The fact that the Germans were
withdrawing men and guns from Ver-
dun to reinforce their hard-pressed
lines on the Somme has been mention-
ed several times in the French official
reports. This is emphasized again in
a dispatch from the correspondent of
La Liberte on the Somme, who says
that the growing intensity of the bom-
bardment between Ancre and the
Somme indicates that the Germans are
preparing for another attempt to
remedy a situation which is becoming
more critical for them each day.

Emperor William, adds the corre-
spondent, has even been reported to be
at Bapaume personally overseeing the
preliminaries for the formidable coun-
ter-offensive in view, for which the
German army on the Somme front is
said to have received strong reinforce-
ments in infentry, and more especially
in artillery.

BRITAIN MODIFIES TOBACCO EM-
BARGO,

The British Government has noti-
fied the State Department, through the
British Embagsy, that it has agreed
to remove the restrictions imposed to
the tobacco embargo to the extent of
permitting to go forward all tobacco
for which bona fide contracts were en-
tered inmto before July 165th last and
which were started in rail shipment
under through bill of 1ading before
August 31st.

It is estimated that under this con-
cegsion between $2,000,000 and $%3,-
000,000 worth of tobaceo held in Co-
penhagen and Rotterdam under Im-
portation guarantees will become sub-
ject to release, and that a smaller
amount which was ghipped by rail

before August 31st, but which has
been detained at the Atlantic sea-
hoard, will be permitted to go for-
ward to Seandinavian ports and the
Netherlands without restrictions. Be-
cause of inadequate warechouse facili-
ties and the dampness and chilliness
of the atmosphere, the special brands
of tobacco designed solely for use In
those countries would have been
almost a complete loss unless relief
had been given quickly. The tobacco
shipped under this concession may be
reshipped from- Holland and Seandi-
navian countries into the territory of
the Central Powers,

The British embargo against the
shipment of tobacco, except as modi-
fied by this concession, will remain in
force. In announcing the concession
the British Embassy said:

“The British authorities regard as
most important the provision that the
goods must have been shipped on a
through Uill of lading for land and
sea carriage, or under direct ocean
bill, before August 31st, and they must
insist upon its fulfilment.”

The State Department adds this
statement to the Embassy announce-
ment:

“It was at first announced as a con-
cession to the Amemnean tobacco in-
terests that tobacco bought and paid
for prior to August 4th and shipped
prior to August 31st would be allowed
to go forward free of the restrictions
referred to above. It was found at
once that this concession was inade-
quate to relieve the hardships brought
upon the tobacco interésts by the sud-
den imposition of the restrictions
named, and the Department of State
took up the question with the British
Government and has since made every
effort possible to secure a more favor-
able rule, While the points at issue
were under discussion a large number
of shipments went forward and were
detained upon arrival at the various
ports at which they respectively ar-
rived.

“‘Officers of the department express
much satisfaction over the concession
given.” '

TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS KILI-
ED IN BATTLE.

In an engagement between Ameri-
can troops and Santo Domingo rebel
forces General Ramon Batista was
killed, Several Americans are also
reported killed, including two officers,
and one American officer was wounded.
The names of the American officers
killed are given as Captains William
Low and Atwood. Ljeutenant Morri-
son was wounded.

The American commander attempt-
ed to arrest General Batista, who re-
sisted and ordered an attack on the
American forces. Fighting continued
for a conslderable time, but the rebels
eventually wara defeated.

The engagement took place opposite
Santo Domingo City and caused some-
what of a panic*in the capital. Rein-
forcements were sent there to aid
American troops in maintaining order.
The number of killed and wounded in
the fight is at present not known,

A revolt oceurred in the Dominican
army several weeks ago, but Ameri-
can marines and bluejackets soon had
control of the situatiom. They were
reinforced with American troops from
Haliti.

The d¥ailable naval 1ists make no
mention of Captain Atwood, who is re-
ported as having been killed.

Captain Willlam W. Low was at-
tached to the First Brigade of Ma-
rines, stationeq recently at Port au
Prince, “ '
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Lieutenant Victor I. Morrison is
listed as attached to the First Brigade
of Marines,

Since the landing of the American
marines in Santo Domingo, on May
6th last, there have been several
clashes, resulting in the deaths of at
least ten Americans. The first casu-
alty on the American side .occurred
June 4th, when Captain Hirshinger
was killed while landing reinforce-
ments for American troops on the
island,

The trouble in Santo Domingo start-
ed when a motion to impeach Presi-
dent Jiminez for alleged violation of
the Constitution in connection with
the budget was passed by the Domini-
can Senate. Following a threat of
armed intervention by the United
States Minjster, Mr. Russell, Jiminez
resigned on May 8th. Admiral Caper-
ton, in charge of the American forces,
took possession of the capital eight
days later,

FOR LASTING PEACE.

No man had more direct or sure
information about the responsibility
for the beginning of the European
war than Sir Edward Grey. No man
can speak now with greater authority
on that subject that Viscount Grey.
It was he that made the overtures for
a conference, accepted by Russia,
France and Ttaly, that were refused
by Germany. When he says that he
“would like nothing better than to see
those statements that Russia’s mobili-
zation was an aggressive one” investi-
gated before an independent and im-
partial tribunal, he puts forth a chal-
lenge that Berlin will never accept.
But the pen of history will write the
truth, and it will never write anything
that will give support to the German
contention that the war was foreed
upon Germany. In his speech at the
Foreign Press Association luncheon,
Viscount Grey declared that ‘“the war
was forced by Germany upon Europe'; *
therefore, “it is the Allies who must
have guarantees for future peace.”

It is significant that the British Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs should at this
time have expressed his views about
the duty of neutral countries after the
war. “I believe the best work neu-
trals can do for the moment,” he said,
“is to try to prevent a war like this
from happening again.” ‘I observe,”
he continued, *‘that not only President
Wilson, but Mr. Hughes, is support-
ing a league started, not with the ob-
ject of interfering with the belliger-
ents in this war, but which will do its
part in making peace gecure in the
future.”” It will be no affair of pass-
ing resolutions and making protests.
The nations who become members of
the league “must be prepared to un-
dertake no more than thev are able
to uphold by force, and to see, when
the time comes, that it is upheld by
force."

‘What the preparation for the estab-
lishment and for the work of the
League of Peace must be was set forth
by Viscount Grey in unmistakable lan-
guage.  The world must be freed
“from the oppression of Prussian mili-
tarism. We know that if mankind has
any birthright, it is that of peace and
liberty, and it is for that we are fight-
ing.” The Allies will not make peace
until they ‘‘have established the su-
premacy and right of free develop-
ment under equal conditions, each in
accord with its genius, of all states,
great and, small, as a family of civil-
ized mankind, Treitschke would
have held that to be a monstrous po-
litical heresy. From the Prussian
point of view it is a counsel of feeble-
ness. But it is a declaration of prinel-
ple to which every one of the Allies
and all nations neutral in this war
will give cordial assent.—New York
Times, g




